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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 



In view of the marked favor with which the series of Inductive Studies, 
prepared by the Institute and published in the Sunday School Times, was 
received last year, a similar series of lessons on Genesis will be furnished the 
same journal for the coming year, beginning January I. As before, these 
studies are intended for teachers and other advanced biblical students, and 
will supplement the work of the regular lessons. 

The Biblical Lecture Field. — Extension courses have been given in Cin- 
cinnati the past month under the auspices of the University of Cincinnati. 
The lecturers for December were Professor W. W. Davies, Ph.D., of the 
Ohio Wesleyan University, and Professor Ira M. Price, Ph.D., of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

Dr. Chas. F. Kent, of the University of Chicago, is conducting an Exten- 
sion course at Belvidere, 111., with a class of two hundred and fifty. His sub- 
ject is Hebrew Prophecy Studied in the Light of the Minor Prophets. The 
first six lectures embrace the following topics : (i) Old Testament Literature. 
(2) The Mission of Amos. (3) The Message of Amos. (4) Hosea. The 
Story of Supreme Love. (5) Times and Text of Micah, the Countryman. 
(6) Sermons of Micah. 

A Biblical Institute was held in Milwaukee, Wis., beginning December 14, 
and one at Madison, Wis., beginning December 16. Both were under the 
joint auspices of the University of Wisconsin and the Institute of Sacred 
Literature. A series of three addresses on " The Prophecies of Amos, Hosea 
and Joel," by President Harper, and a series on " The Book of Genesis," 
by President R. F. Weidner, were features of both Institutes. At Milwaukee 
there were also papers and addresses by Professor W. H. Williams, of the 
University of Wisconsin ; Rev. G. D. Heuver, Rev. G. H. Ide, D.D. ; Rev. 
Judson Titsworth, and Rev. E. L. Eaton ; and at Madison by President Charles 
Kendall Adams, Professor Richard T. Ely (three addresses on Church and 
State), Professor Chas. R. Barnes, Rev. E. G. Updike. 

In Chicago, beginning early in January, President Harper will give a 
course of lectures on the Stories of Genesis. The subjects are as follows ; 

1. The Creation of the World and the Institution of the Sabbath. 2. The 
Origin of Man and his first State of Innocence. 3. The Garden of Eden and 
the Beginnings of Sin. 4. Cain and Abel and the Beginnings of Civilization. 
5. The Long-lived Antediluvians and the Demi-Gods and Heroes of Other 
Nations. 6. The Sons of God and the Daughters of Men ; Angels and 
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Giants. 7. The Hebrew Stories of the Deluge. 8. The Deluge in other 
Literatures and in History, g. The Dispersion of Nations. 10. The Confu- 
sion of Tongues; Some Problems of Ethnology. 11. The Divine Element 
in the Stories of Genesis. 12. The Human Element in these Stories. 

The new course for young people is receiving, in good measure, the cordial 
approval which it merits. Names are coming in rapidly, many large classes 
have been formed and hundreds of individuals are taking up the work by 
themselves. President Francis E. Clark has furnished the Institute the fol- 
lowing letter for use among Endeavorers. 

" The course of Bible study suggested by the American Institute for Chris- 
tian Endeavor societies and similar organizations seems to me admirably 
suited to the purpose designed. It is simple, flexible, and can be hopefully 
undertaken by any young person, however busy ; and if he carries through 
this course of study for one year he will become far more proficient in Biblical 
lore, to say the least, than the average Christian. I hope that many thousands 
will take this course." 

With the reports of the work for the first month come many words of 
appreciation. A few such expressions are here given. 

" I enjoy this systematic method of study very much indeed, and find your 
course of very great interest." 

" The course is very interesting and well arranged. I regret that I did not 
begin it earlier." 

" I have found the work very interesting. It is so thought-stimulating, and 
shows how much can be gotten from the text alone." 

" I have been a member of the church since I was ten years old, but I have 
never enjoyed reading the Bible as I do now since commencing this course." 

" I have profited much by the course of readings thus far, and feel that at 
the termination of the course I shall not only be well stocked with a more 
general knowledge of the Word, but at the same time I shall receive spiritual 
benefit." 

" I think the course well conceived, the outline' sheets well adapted, and 
the general and specific instructions excellent and well calculated to give one 
a comprehensive knowledge of the subject in hand." 

The following suggestions have been sent to all preparing for the American 
Institute examination on the last half of the Acts, and the Epistles, which 
will take place in all parts of the world, January 10, 1894. 

I. In General. — 1. Study from the Bible itself, consulting helps only 
when absolutely necessary. 2. Review by sections or chapters, observing the 
natural divisions of the book. Pay no attention to divisions into lessons. 

II. In connection with the Acts. — 1. Study the events related (a) in their 
order, keeping the connection in mind, (6) with respect to their relative 
importance, (c) with respect to the influence which each had upon the spread 
of Christianity, (d) as to the Providential element, working out a plan. 

III. In connection with each Epistle. — 1. Determine (a) its author, (6) its 



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SA CRED LITER A TURE. 67 

approximate date (V) to whom addressed, (d) the events which called it 
forth, (<?) its special purpose or subject. 

IV. In regard to the Early Church. — 1. Try to formulate from the Acts 
and the Epistles alone the doctrine of the Church on (a) God, (i) Christ, (<r) 
the Holy Spirit, its nature and office, (d) prayer, (e) "gifts," (/) Church 
membership, qualifications for, and duties in connection with, (g) giving. 
2. Carefully note the successive steps by which Christianity developed from a 
type of Judaism to a universal religion. 3. Study with a map the location of 
the churches, and the geographical spread of Christianity. 4. The chief 
workers, (a) in home fields, (6) in missionary fields. 5. The organization of 
the Church, (a) its offices, (i) their origin, (c) the duties involved in connec- 
tion with each. 



